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Khartoum to Kampala or Stanleyville is an
immense distance in space and even greater in imagi-
nation. From the North it is difficult, unless one has
actually seen it, to realise the existence of another Sudan
whose problems liave far more in common with those of
Uganda or the Belgian Congo than those of the Gezira
or Kordofan. Latitude 12 North is laid down in the
Pension Ordinance as the dividing line south of which
additional service is earned towards pension. But this
line has more than a climatic significance ; for in effect
it is the line which divides those two distinct entities,
the northern and the southern Sudans.
At first sight the north might appear so varied as to
preclude its conception as a single whole. By the native
of the Eed Sea, Khartoum is still spoken of as a foreign
country, much as the Cornishman speaks of " England.'*
The wastes of the Atbai, the sagias of Dongola and Berber,
the Gezira cotton fields, the,streets and markets of Om-
durman, the pastures of the Baggara, have all produced
their particular modes of life. The traditional cleavage
between the desert and town is still heard in the contempt
with which the sedentary speaks of the "Arab." The
Hamites of the Red Sea, the Nubians of Haifa, the under-
lying strains of " Hameg " and " Anag," all add to the
diversity of the picture.
But these varieties are mainly superficial.   A common
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